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"I is this day Ordered by the Com- 


mons aſſembled in Parliament, That 
Mr. Aſburſt, and Mr. Gourdon,do from 


this Houſegive thanks to Mr. V mes, 


for the great pains he took in the Ser- 
mon he preached this day at theintrea- 
tyof the Commons at St. Margarets, 


_ Weſtminſter ; Itbeing a Day eſpecially 


ſet apartfora publick Humiliation ,and 
to deſire him toprinthis Sermon. And 
itis Ordered, that none ſhall preſume 
to print his Sermon without being au- 


thorizedunderthe CT of the: 
faid Mr. V ines. 


H. Elſon moe Cler. Purl: D. Ci om; 


Tappoint-4bz1 Roper to print this Sermon; 
* . RKkithard. 4 ines; 
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' In a doubtful condition. 
OPENED 


In a FP Preached before the 
| Honour rable "Mp UVUSE. 


COMMONS 


At Margarets Weſt ſiminſter , upon 


' Offober 22. 1644. Being a Day eſpecially 
fr apart tor 2 Publick Hamiliation, 


1 By \ Richard Vines, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Wedding- 
ton in the County of Warwick, and one of the 
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— mobenter —- of ſpirit, than to caſ up 
all ee with bumble reſognment of our 
Iz 70d, 0a10ca }, yearo ca) 
away Our "X00 upon bim , If it were out 
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MAKEN'u doubtfulor perplexed co 
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A Cn Preathied beloe the Hon: 


- rable Houſe of Commons, upon'their. Extraor- 
- daary $9.0 F Humiliation Offob.,” 22, F.200h 
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w7 3g Sam, is. ver; 225, oh TENG cs 

; FP thi Ki ing ' ſaid unto Tadok the Prieſt; Carry bak ae 
. Ark of God into the City. Tf 1 fhall find favour in the 

x eyes of the Lord,  hewill Tri, me 49, and Rk me 
- both it and bs babittion. we | 


; Bui if he thes lay 3 7: chave n0 95 WP in cher behol hs, 
an Lie bim do tome as. ſeemeth £000 ut unto me, | 


4 37 "P3654. I-45: «485 
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i = J He Relſdious King Tehoſhiarhin hearing FEA 
A "Moab, "Ammon; and Others were 1h march 
2againſ him,rook the alarum , and. fixft drew 
s up his people inio.2 poſture: of Faſting and - 
: Prayer, 2'(hrey; 20, I,.2,'3:.arid the anſwer 
'\ fro God was preſenr, for the; Spizitof- the 
"rar? 1 Tice) cane upon a'man- inthe midft of the 
: Congregation, v. 14 and hefaid, Hearken ye all 74dah, and ye 
| Inhabirancs of 7 Turuſulths , and choit King Fehoſhaphat, Thus 
- Gith the Lord unto'you, 'Bznorafraid nor diſmay'd by reaſon : 
of this great thulticude {Fo ohe-Batrel 55 nor yuury bur:Gods, Ve 
©: ſhall nor needto yfight qo this'battel.et yourſelves, bios, J Yi {l, ; 
and fee the ſalvation of the Lord,v.15,16. . 
. Had I ſuch a meſſyve from'Godunto yay zthisiing, ar - 
 fuchagthatyhich Pau/celiyer'd rothem in-the Ship with ig, E 
WRED - 
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when they _ be [- the lateſt Th here na rode a hair 
all from thehrad of uny of you, ARS 27, 24.Þ1t wapld be a god 
ook fat unto you;- buckuch is the caſeof *Godipeople! MT 
times, that the Prophet being agked,Cawicheſe Bones.levie ? alt= 
ſwered, O Lord God thou knoweſt, Ezeck, 37. 3. and they in gy 
2.14. were at op ME one Bus ? Who knoweth if God will retitg 
and repent, antYeaveabl btbind-him ?- As David'in 
Texnaravki Fri if Hhalf fauear 86cH{ur if he les 
I _ ht ndt in thee, &'Cs _ 
The Text holds forth uhto you the equal reniperame nt, and 
the even poize or poſture of a gracious tin adoubtful con- 
dition : He whoſe heart 1s ſteered by ſuch a Compals, will ride 
even inall trait Sex$whitſoever. 7 T ſhalF bar briefly touch the 


hiſtorical part, beceufe chehenryceN influence.iacq the.” Gt. 


Abſalon tad ele earth oy iprogn Tolwcrection 
Jagainſk his Father, che Confpirac ag 0 ſudden and 54 
'Daviabeins in ef Rip ].re A os 


There was a hand of Godin rey told David before- 
hand,that for the matter of #7:ah he would raiſe up evil againſt 
him ourof his owntdfſe; > Sam.r2t1.Naw itis.cometo:paſs, 
The Priefisand Leviteg would goanihDevid;heatipg the Ark 
of God : But whatſoever ſuperſtitious conceitthe people had in 
bringing the Ark of God from Shih into the Camp againſt 
he Philiſtines ; David hadinone ,; for -he. had. learned by that 
example, that even the Ark might fall into Philif ines hands, 
x Sam. 4. 3. Therefore he ſaid. to: ;Zacok,, .catty back. th 
of Godintothe City ; If. ſhall find favour in the'{ E ok 
| Lord, he will bring g meagain, andJ ſhall ſee it an@hig Babi) 
On, iv uglae of ounac,fay the Sept int : 7 he:Beadfy bo: (ih 
weſſe of it + But if he Ip lightnotin'thee, HF 1 am. 
Where you find no diſcompdſure or zſtuations of. ſpiric i in Da- 
vid,no exclaiming againſt the impiety ofbis Son, or againſt the 
unkindneſsand ingratitude of Iſragl,no- curſing of. his ſtars,no 
 birter inve&ives againſt male-infruments,; for cheſechings are 
burtheſludgerhar is uſuilly :cat: forth;by: the overflow of di 
tempered ſpirirs. | 
 « But being ban equilibrious frame of ſpirit, lays himſelf 
down at the feetof God ,c -whetherhe pleaſe ro. lifchim up» or 


th. cread 


ina dub mares : 


Am 


[ CCCCEY 


tread upon him, andin- happy compoſure of himſelf comes to 
an anchor, even then when in regard of the event of the Rorm, 
he 1sathis:if and if, 
There are fix things in the Text which Imight work upon,as 
affording ſeaſonable marter for this time. 
| I. David reſolves all into God, all events and iſſues, whe. 
ther they be pro or cox , for good or evil, If I find favour gee. 
but if. he ſay thus, &C. 
2. He makes Gods favour to him, the ground of Gods re- 
ſtoring him, or bringing him back again ; If / fixd favour i In 
the ejes 5 of the Lord, he will bring me back again. 
2. He caſts up the events both wayes, not being able to re- 
= ” skales either one way or other. If ſo, then thus, If ſo, 
ener [o 

4. Every way he1s reſolved tobe at Gods diſpoſe , if the 

worit come that can come, yet faith he, Here I am. 

5." He ſtates his happineſs to confift in the fruition of God, 
'and of h's Ordinances. He wlll bring me again, and ſhew me 
both his Ark and his habitation, 

6. His affligion - or. utter overthrow he expreſſerh by this 
phraſe ; Good-in Gods eyes. Let him do to me that which P 
good in his eyes. © 

David reſolves all events into God, whether pro or cor, for 
g00d orevil, It could not be bur a time of fear and grief un- 
to him, had hz looked to the clouds that were now thickning a- 
oain(} him ,God was now remembring his former hainous ins, 
2ndthe people were up inarms, but he ſeems not to value or 
_ caſtupthat which made avainſ? him, So as to overthrow his 
| Faithor dependance upon God, as it 1s faid of Abraham, Rom. 


419.8 KarTeWnoe, He confi red »9t, His own body being dead, 


&c. thatis, he vied not ay improbabilities againſt God, ſo 
neither doth D4vid conſider things, either r. "To fink undec 
the reckoninz of ſuch things as threatned him. The unkindneſs 
of his beloved ſon, cap. 16.11. cM 7 ſon that came out of my 
bowels. The defeQion of the people from him. Cap. 15. ver. 
13. The hearts of the men of Iſrazl are after Abſalom. The 
irength of the conf Iracy, ver. 12. the conſpiracy was TFrong, 


The wiſdom and po icy of. the < enemy; ver. 31, Achitophel is 
B among 


\ 


ds. —— — 


———— ____—L- 


The Poſture of Davids ſpirit 


6, 


mamma 


among them, The ſuddennefs of the inſurreQion, ver. 14, A- 


riſe, let us flee, for we ſhall not elſe eſcape. 


Oc 2. to bear taraſelf ; up by ſ hn things as mighr feem to 
make for him , Jeruſalem adhered tohim intheir affeRions , 
the Priefis and Levires followed him, altthe countrey therea-. 
bout wept forhim.: ver. 23. ſome faithful men were reſolved 
torun the ſame hazard with bim. | | ER 
But whatſoever made either againſt bim or for him, as if the 
total ſum on both- fides had bzen bur Cyphers ſer over againſt 
one another, He reſolves himſelf andall into God,if I find fa- 
your in his eyes,&c. bur if he ſay thus, debghr noc in thee, &c. 
andif weview David well,we ſhall obſerve,that he was a man 


' | very happy inthis frame of ſpicic. Doth Aficho/ ſcoff him for 


his zeal? / will be more v1/e, ſauh he,it is for God, Doth Shime: 
curſe him > it's God thar hath bidden him. Hath be lottall ac 
Ziglag ? why yet be encouraged himſelf in God. Doth he flie 
before his ſon 2 he reſigns himſelf up into the. hand of God, 
and inditesa Pſalm, namely the thzrd Pſalm, wherein is the 
firſt $:/4h in all the book of Pſalms , he had ir ſeems his «/-v4- 
 t:0x5 of ſpirit evznar thistime, whatan excellenr ſpirit is there 
in a golly man; he will be happy either in the fruition of God 
in peace : or iti ſubmiſſion to Godunder calamity : he is Trex» 
GvQ-, hath a ſquare ſide to fall upon, . be he thrown where oc 
ow the enemy can. Sy fad, TO. ER 
- That which I draw from this firſt head by way of. Uſe, is. to 
exhort you to reſolve all your choughtfulneſs, cares, fears , 
doubts,queſtions upon God, What without uſe of means? No, 
that*s madneſs, as we muſt ſow tothe Spirit, ſowe muſt ſerve 
Providence. God will not be tempted into miracles, David at 
this time had fent forth his eſpials and intelligencers, he had a 
counter-mining Huſhaz inthe counſels of the enemy ; To have 
means in our hand, and not to uſe them, ts ſecare unbelief, to 
uethem and truſt in them, is provd wnbelief,, andrhisisqurepi- 
demick fin, when we ride upon the arm of fleſh,then ieyallop, 
when we are unhorſt and ſmirren off char, then we lie defÞon 
dent and cannot keep our legs, either we ſwell or fink ;. in our 
victory and ſucceſſes hitherto. God hath firſt ſhewn ys the yas 
ality of our Rrepgrh, and chen made bare his own arm, It? _ 
| | ome 


. 4 : IF. 


A, 
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ſome foſs toour ſelves, that hz muſt diftrain for hisghonour 
before we give itco him, In our ſucceſſes we are proud rath2r 
chan thankful , in our Rrokes we are rather broken than hum- 
bled , oh chat we would caſt away theſe bladders rhat help to 
drown us. The ſtile of man is Alex ander or ( 2ſar hath gorcen 
ſuch a viRory ; But the ftilz of Scripture is, The Lord diſcomfi- 
red Siſera before Barak, Judges 4.15,23. It wasſaidthe ſword 
of theLordand of G:d4covy, How poor an Army was it with 
which the ſword of the. Lord was coupled,yet the vitory was ſo 
exemolary and ſignal , that it'is made a pattern of an utter 0- 
verthrow, {ſ[a.g.q4. 4s in the day of Midian, andagain, do to 
them as to the CMidiamtes Pſal. 83.9. andtherefore as it is in 
Tragxdies when the ſcene is come to ſuch a paroxiſm , or ſuch 
a'knot as there ſeems to be no way out: then Deus a machina, 
cMmesin'and heals all, So when things are doub.ful, defperate, 
incxcricable , let God have your eyes, who can reſolye every 
riddle, and lead you our of the Labyrinth, - 
\- Andthere is reaſon forir, why ac ſuch a time as this,. when 
there is ſo much at take, you ſhould reſolve all your thoughts 
into God ; becauſe everts and iſſues are his, duty is yours, but 
 ifſues are out of your Sphere. The En=my may heat his Oven, 
| but he:cannor make the fire to'burn ths . hree children. Balaars 
may ſer up his Alrars , andoff=r his ſacrifices, bur he cannor 
ſp:1k inchantments when he hath done all he can. Ir may be 
ob;e-ved, char though the devil begin the tragedy wich Job; and 
the Sabeans and Cafdeans a in it, yer the end is not called 
theirs, it is T3 T&\0 nvgis, Jams 5,it. The end of the Lord. 
Waztſoever the premiſes may b: , Gol draws the concluſion, - 
and thar by anather manner of inference than is in our mood 
and figure, we have this hope,that if God bring his people into 
the Wilderneſs, he will alſo bringthem our. He wil grve thens 
their vizeyards from thince, andthe Valley if A chor far a duor of 
hwe,Hoſ.2.15. Let us not trouble our {elvesabour that which 
is Gods work and not ours, letus not only look at the ſtorm 
char threarens us, bur'to the tetrs-man, that firs at the helm to 
Pilot us through alt difficulties, - Noxh nzed not bear hishead 
abaut a Mountain or place for the Ark ro.ceſt upon , Godwill 


Ba He 


find an Araratinthe-end, + 


m" ; 
LY 
£ 


wadla Fn #575 
do 35 o 


a——_—_ 


v2 > = prngeny _ — , i” 
_— on þ * it 
"3 Rn 
tem 


— 


He makes Gods favoul.to bim, the ground of Gods re{fto- 

ringof him,or bringing him back agatn 3 If I ſhall find favour 
1 the eyes.of the Lord, he will bring me back, again, Free grace . 
Is the refuge of the ple of the mott righteous man, Noah was 
a jult man , andpetfeR in his generations, and walked with. 
God, and he found favout (faith the Text, Gez. 6. 8. ) in the 
eyes of the Lord ; but ſome may ſay, Why doth David appeal 
ro favour ? was he not innocent as to Abſ-lomw , who roſe up 
againſt him 2 andas to them that roſe up with {ſolon: ? was 
there not fin in the adverſe party ? and godlineſs on his part > 
there ts no queſtion of it ; but yer David had former fins which 

were now remembred to him, and he flies ro meer grace and 
favour, andinſſtson that.plea. Ir was favour and meer grace 
that put Noah into an Ark , whenall the world b:{ides was. 
drowned; And what 13 it but Grace and Favour, that hath 
ſhut you up intoan Ark of ſafety: Now when ſo many Fami- 
lies. and Countries are brought under ſpoil and miſery, and 
( which is not the leaſt part of mercy ) hath freed you from 
remptations of betraying either your lives or your conſciences, 
and from being put to ſuch diſguiſements of your ſelves, as D- 
vid was, When he changed his behaviour before the Philitines, 
1 Sam.21.13, When God comes down in judgement againſt 
© a people, there is ordinarily a reaſon to be found intheniſelves. 
. The Mariners knew that the florm fell upon them for ſome 
cauſe, and therefore they went to. the lot. And David when. 
the famine did hang upon the Lahd from year to. year, inqui- 
red of the Lord for whatit was, 2$4am.21.1. And for our 


'w4i4 


Fn « - i 
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in a donbifwl. condition,” - > 


chitophel , let. them all do what they can: AS ſome WOr- 


thy Divines d2 affert grace to work irreſjſtibly ina mans*con- 
verſion , ſo may I afſercit as irrefſtible in reducing and bring-. 


ing back his Churches and people, from under the yoke of any 
enemy ; God chat works graciouſly,” works ofmnipotently,and 


we know as 'itcle W-oyas How, This 1s that which doth moſt. 
indear God to an unworthy finnef, and which doth moſt. 
kindly melt chz heart rowards GoJ azain, Nothing doth fo. 


at once ravilh the hearc into admiration, andlay ic loy in ſelf 
confuſion. oh 

| The Inferences which I cray from this Point by way of Uſe 
to our ſelves, aretheſe, NS Teh 
* $,. Doth David now act this time when he might eaſily in his 
affliction ſee his former fins, the greateſt that are recorded of 
him 1n th2 Scripcure, Faſtzn his eye upon the free grace and 
favour of God, as to which his reſtoring was. poſlible ? then 


why may notw2, whoare now undzr wrath for thoſe many 


heynous National fins of ours, fly to this free. grace of God, 
. andth2r.11 likewiſe apprehefh 1 a poſhbiliry of our reſtoring , 
. Weare not ſhut out by our fins from free grace; that which 
takes away Our iniquities , 15 not taken away by thenr, all the 
azcravations of ourſin, do not protubit our applica:102 to it, 
not bind the hands thereof, | 

_ 2. In that D4v:d'builds not upon the ground of either the 
enemy his wickedneſs, or his own godlineſs and integrity, but 
detives his bringing back again from meer favour : ic may 
reach us to caſt away all falſe flattering arguments, which are 
the founditions of our proud hopes z oe while w2 look on 


the prophaneneſs and wickedneſs of 'our enenizs, and gather” 


thence a kind of ſelf-preſumption , as thouzh God might nor 


uſe ſuch Scorptons to corre&t h's own® people withal ; or nor 


ſell the 1/-aelit:s into thie hand of Moab, AmmonPhiliſines, 
people worſe than. chemſelves ; otherwhiles we applaud our 
own godlineſs and ſincerity , anddo bottom our expeQations 
rather upon ſomewhat in oir ſelves, than thz free grace and 
fayour of Gudro us. i ys | 


. Davidcafisup the even's both wayes; If the Lord will ſhew.,,, .- 
SMT ; bs '- SAG, + in * ® k ; ' DoF, Jo } 
me fayaur, then thus, If he ſay, I delight not 1n thee, then D : 
ip Sh _ bs. th + 4. => = was «uf. - >. w ; eh \ 5 cps S . e 
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God would 


UF RET 


do with him, . Andare nocwe in a like predica- 


ment at this time ? doth not-the Lord bold us in ſuſpence? and 
1s not the ſhip filled with water again , after that it-hath been 


pumped alnotempry? is there yet any certain «giog of our 


eſtate > Devid might have ſaid ſomething forhimſelf, Him- 
ſelf was a godly man , an honeſt party adhered ro him, The 
Prieſts and Levites were ready to follow him ; and theſe things 
were good abodements ; yet he ſaith;;Fand if, and ſo it may be | 
with us; and therefore we oughtto caſt upevents both Wayes, 
not to create doubtings in our ſelves, or diſtruſtin God, bur 
1. Tothis end; That we may be fortified againſt rhe offence 
and ſcandal that may be taken, 1f we ſhould fee Chriſt Jeſus 


' kedto bear 


raigned, and crucified, for what would become of 


us then, that have alwayesexpeReda temporal and floutiſhins 


eftare from 


bim 2 Might we notfor want of forecaſt of fuch a 


thing come to warm our ſelves at the High Prieſts fire, and ear 


it full dearl 
Lord. 


y, With a 10» pmtarary, or with the denial of our 


_ 2. Totheend thatwe may know cur own hearts, for he thar 
feeds himſelf with confidence that he ſhal never be moved,ſhal 
never know his ſpirit what merral it is of, the Aoyio{a0] , or rea- 
ſonings of his heart will. never be known unto him, for is ic nor 
plain enough, that many Samaritans that claim kindred of the 
Jews, whiles they proſper,do diſclaim their acquaintance when 
they ſee them going down? are not many of us' friends tothe 


fo:tune of 


the cauſe, and not to the cauſe it ſelf? Durſt $h;. 


11 open his mouth againſt David , until he. ſaw him flying > 


Pur the caſe then both wayes, and ſearch your hearts, wherher - 


your compaſs will not vagy at ſuch a time, but (ill point ro.the 
hd whether you can and will abide inthe Ship, when 

it ſeems near to breaking all to pieces. ore. md 
© And there is reaſon why we fhould caſt up events both 
wayes, not ſo much in reſpe& of the cauſe irſelf, as in reſpe&t 
of our reſolutions and ſtanding toir, for the cauſe of Godand: 
” Region willproſper, and will {wim out of all warers ; of 
that we have nodoubr, though the »;ffon be yer for an appointed 


true pole, a 


zime, Though God drive with Abrahamuntil the date of his 


bo- 


— 
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body bz out, yer the promiſe ſhall beget Iſacc out of a dead 


root ; and if there ſhall norbe lefc an Iſcaelite to reſcue the Ark 
of God outof the Philifims hands, the Ark ſhall reſcue it ſelf, 
and come home alone, I Ns | 

This is our confidence as concetning the cauſe of Godin ic 


ſelf, and as touching our ſelves, God hath nor left us hopeleſs, 


for he hath a great harveſt of his fairbful people in this Land , 
and no Husbandman ever laid his fieldfallow , while the corn 
was yet ſtanding upon theground , until he had inned his crop, 
bur yer chere is reaſon why we ſhould caſt up bothrevents. 
The firſt reaſon, 'T ſhall garher up intocthree heads. 

. x. Theſfinsweliein and under. 2. The unpreparednefs that 
is in.us to cloſe with God, his way, his truch. 3. The ill ſymp- 
romes that pur forch.chemſelves'1n us. 


x. The fins welie in andunder,and firſt that maſs of National 
fin, which bath been gathering into a heap for fourſcore years 
tovether andupward, fins of atl kindsunder che Goſpel, and 
a2ainſt the Goſpel, Idolatry, oppreſſion , abuſe of ptenty and 
peace, as the Apoſtle fairh of the works of the fleſh, G al.s5. 19. 
They are manifeſt which are theſe,and ſuch Iikg. Sol ſay of the 
fins of this Nation, their ageravations are great,themſelves are 
oreat. If Iſhould go about ro number them,I muſtadJe an ec- 
cateraat the end, as the Apoſtle doth,and theſe are they which 
May juſtly put ina caveat, or a norwithi} ending in our way , as 
the fins of Maraſſes did to the Reformation made by Joſiab, 
2 Kings 23.26. NotwuthSt anding the Lord turned nat away 
from the fierceneſs of his great wrath ; But then ſecondly, our 
Wilderneſs-fons threaterrus much.” For as ic was not Iſracls Egypr 
fins which (hurt them. out of Cazsaan, and held them fo long 
in the Wilderneſs, bur their Wilderneſs-fins ; fo theyare our 
' Wilderneſs-fins, that preſage ill to us, thoſe I mean that are 
upon us, fince God came down to plead with us face to face, 
and to.bring us upon the way , and they are our want of ſound 
Humiliation and brokenneſs of heart; for though we be broken 
yet weare not humbled: weate broken in out families, in our 
_eftates ; Thz Kingdom 1s broken with our fins, and with the 
ſword , bur our hearts are not broken for our fin. We are as 
weary of our fafts, as of our wars: out folemn: dayes ate _ 
tonized 


Reaſm 1. 
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ronized with curled, bare and ſpotted pride to this day: our 
ſackcloth is grown into a faſhion and form, .and by many laid - 
alide, the ſword draws forth our blood, becauſe fin draws not 
forth our tears : ſurely God hath an anſwer ready. to thatque- 
Rtion ; Wherefore have we faſted, and thow ſeeſt not ? Where- 


__—— 


's have we afflifted any ſoul,and thon takeft no knowledge? Tha. g, 


$3. Othat the Land would own its own fins! for though we 


can all cry, ts fin, yet when we ſhould come to particulars, 
Then it is with us as with Joſephs brethren : Thow didft it , and 
Thou didſt it, ' The ſerpent, {aid ſhe : the people, ſaith . Saw - 
the people, ſaith Aaron 3 Weallacknowledee that there 1s fin 
amonsſt us, ſomewhere in the general, nowhere in particulat - 
the peoplplay the blame on the Magiſtrate, the Magiſtrate on 
the peoplz, and ſo our fins arenever foundathome ; ler us ſur- 
vey QuIves, and deal impartially. Are not ſelf-ends ſeryed 
uponſhe publick calamicies , by ſuch as come to the common 
fearre fire , not to quench it, but to fiſh for whatthey can ter? 
Is there nota great negle& of perſonal reformation , even by 
ſuch as cry for reformation Eccleſiaſtical ? Is the power of god- 
lineſs ſought by them who call for puricy of Ordinances ? is nor 
charicy cold ?I might callir Juſtice toward thoſe that have grai- 
ned their cwn Wells dry, and cannot now get water to quench 
their thirſt ? are there notdelayes and obſtructions of Jullice ? 
rv you not miſcarriazes in inferiour officers and infiruments 
at are too ſharp bucren, and prey for themſelves under colour 
of ſervice to the State ? And may notthe Lord renew that old 
ſaying : For three tranſgreſſions, and for four I w:ll not turn away 
the puniſhment of yonr Land, Amos 1. ver. 3,6, && _ _« - 
2, The unpreparedneſs that is in us to cloſe with God, his way 
and truth, many think it religion enough to cry King and Par- 
liament , with them the power of god!ineſs lies under as great 
ſcorn and diſreliſh as ever , and though we have ingaged onr 
ſelves by Covenant, yer is that Covgnant.made by many but as 
it were 4 fait 4d looſe kyot ,or a meer Shibbleth of dillinQion 
between party and party, how many are withng to compound 
for ſuch Refocmation as may ſerve ſelf-intereſts, or poluick 
reſpe&s, making their own ends the ftandard of Reformation, 


Hot the Word or gloryof God ? What fear is there in-many. of 


* the 


. 2" 7 - 


_ © © ih #donbiful condition, \ 


C— 


the arianeſs of ie What jealbuſic leaſt it ſhould clip the wings 


of civil Authority,and Power? being ſtartled at the natne of jr 
aivinum, as Herod was, when he heard of one that ſhould 
be born Kg of the Jewes, a vain fear. Forhe that ſaith, By 
-me Kings reign, doth not by his Gdſpel pull them down date 
Deo, and date (, «ſari, are nowayes inconſiſtent. #41 

The Symptoms” that are upon us, are very ill abodements, 
as namely , the diviſions and fidings in matter of Religion, 
which is firſt turned into a kind of Philoſophy of Opinions,and 
then divided into Patties and Se&s, as the old Philoſophers 
were ; After the great and general Deluge of corruption of 
 Do&rine, and Superſtition in Worſhip, we are fallen inco. the 
.confuſion of Languages. And then again, what emulations 
in Officers that have great command? Asif they had an Alex- 


ander, or a Cafar,or a Pompey in their breſts, making too. 


much ado about pun&ilio's of honour ? what difſentions in the 

Countrey between Committees and Commanders,the one ac- 

cufing the other for plowing away a Furrow. of his Land, and 

the other ggcriminating the like ; and whiles they come up 

hither to conteſt the Cifference, the Plow Rands? what ſhould I 

ſpeak of driving of deſigns,and of the carriage of many in this 

cauſe, meerly by intereſts, and not by principles, which kind 

of men can never be firm,for intereſts will make any man looſe 

and uncertain: He hath the Byaſs in his Pocket, which he can 

put off and put on,as che mark lies;noching makes men firm bur 
principles,for ſuch a mans Byaſs is within the bowl,eſpecially if 
his principles carry him to: God,as well as you;for otherwiſe he 
will not be alwayes yours. :Nowif al! theſe tliings be laid to- 

gether , they make good reaſon-why: we ſhould caſt up both 
events. POT EE TON EIT SETS OTC, O92 
© The wayes anddiſpenſations of God towards, us are ſo dark, 
#8 by them we are notable todiſcern clearly of his parcicular 
mind of thoughts, as touching the iſlue or event, . when we are 
(as we think) at ſhore, and ready to land, there comes: 2 gult, 
and waves us back into the deep again, : The Ark 1s cattying to 
Fernſalem, and there falls out a breach upon U=zab,,. and 
' fopsthe work. The War hangs long upon us,and who knows 
where, or when the Tragcedy (h 


C | German 


all end, How-long have the | 
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uſe. 


andthe Kingdom of Heaven taken away from t 


German Churches ( where the fic day-break of Reformation 


began ) been under a thick cloud, and many a time when th 
have ſeemedto ſee land, they have been driven back again wit 
croſs winds, Thus dothe wayes of God, like eArett»ſe, run 
under-ground, He hides his paths and his ends, and he 1s in 
the thick darkneſs ; ſo that we ſee his goings : butare as much 


to ſeek for the meaning of his diſpenſarions, as the Boy was, 


that ran to fetch 


| Jonathans Arrows, whereby he. made diſco- 

very to David. a a 
' This we know, That God hath not pinned his Ordinances to 
the freehold of a Land, Nation, City ; therefore he ſaith, Fer. 
5- I2, Go and ſee what 1 didto Shiloh, where 1ſt my Name at 
the firſt ; and what was that which he did rou?Pſa/.78,60,61., 
He forſook the Tabernacles of Sh#/oh, the Tent that he had 
pirched among them, and delivered his ſtrength into captivity, 
and his glory into theenemies hand;whence ic may be affirmed, 
That thoughGod do not altogether remove hisName from the 
I{raclites, yer he may change theplace thereof, from Shiloh ro 
Feruſalem ; end ſo though hedo plant his Ordinagees ſome- 
where in his Church, yer the Candleſtick _ removed, 
is or thar par- 


ticular Place or Nation, _ 

The Uſe that I ſhall make of this Point, is,to call you to this 
caſting-up of events that may fall our, tothe end you may be 
able ro juſtifie God if he turn his hand againſt you, and 
that you-may for yout own parts come to a Center” of reſo» 
lution , thatletGod do what be will with your particular” per- | 
ſons; yet you will ſervethe Lord, as in Joſe 24.19. When 
Toſh chad told the people, be isa jealous God, and a holy , 
he will not forgive your Tranſgrefſions and your fins, they an- 
fwered, Nay but we will ſervethe Lord, andihereupon he ſer 
up a great ſione fora witneſs, keft they ſhould afterwards fie- 
ny God: Let usſetup ſuch a one of witneſs thisday., ther 
we may-nof turn awayfrom the Lord our God, Wit ingage our 
Klyes robe his people forever. . ts oo ing to. 

- It:is not my purpoſe to weaken the faith of the people of 
God, butto confirmtheir refohnions, nor to glvethe enemy | 
anyoccalion to fay ; Now they ſtagger, they miſtruſt Tate 
he came 


he not caſt in the principal wheat ? Tc. Ia.28.4, God will ſow 
his Churches after his tearing them up by the Plough ; and 
therefore whatſnever Stateſmen and Politicians may aim at, ir 
| Is the Churches intereſt which the eye of God is upon, though 
they neicher know nor intend it. As theScripture taking no- 
rice of Agnſtus his Decree of taxing or enrolliogthe Empire 
or Provinces thereof, ſeems to give-us the reaſon andioccafion 
of bringing Joſeph and Mary to Bethlchem, ( who were far off 
the place)charChriſt might be born according to the Scriptures, 
which was a thing the Emperour never oncedreamed of. God . 
hath other endsand. purpoſes inn theſe ſhakings of Kingdoms 
| andProvinces, than Politicians and Stateſmen have, therefore 
lerus noc diſcredit God by unbelief , for my Covenant is tro me 
(faith he) as the waters of Noah, that is,my purpoſe to my peo- 
ple, todothem goodis irreverſible mw abſolute , 1ſa, 54..10. 

| a But 
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'But then'for our patticylars. | Though the waters of A9aþ 
return ro tort to'cover the 'earth ,* yer ſuch a Houſe, City, 
Country may be overflowed ard ſwallowed up with water ; ſo 
may our Ark fa}l into Phitiftims hands ;' and-therefore gather 
your ſelves together; ſearch your ſelves Oh Nation ,-even.Ye | 
our wotthy Senarory} -calt-your ſelves to account, and examine 
your ſelves {{fi& y, Imparcally, humbly, leſt the Babyloniſh 
-arment, and wedge of :Gold ( which cauſes ſrael to fly befoce 
the men of A:') be not in anyof your Tents, ſearch our car- 
nal policy, luke-warmneis towards God ; Neutrality, private 
' ends. It's not impoſiible but rhat there may be an Abſolowr, a - 
| Shemei in your own bowels, who if you were- brought low; 
would drive-you-and the Ark of God too intothe Wilderneſs, 
to ſeek a place. Oh lerthe repreſentative body of the King- 
dom keep themſelves pure, that ſoif God ſhould pleaſe ro 
eftimare, or meaſure out unto the Nation, according to the 
repreſentative body of ir, there may be mercy to icfor your 
fakes. - Tothisend,, have an eye { I beſeech you} upon ob- 
AruKours and defigners , which cannot do ſo much hurrt in the 
enemies Army,as 1n your Counſels ; Malignity thruRt forth ir-- 
to the outward Parts of the body , is nothing ſo dangerous, as 
that which lies cloſe and near to the heart or vitals : Speed the 
hearing of * Cauſes which'come before you ; that men may be 
diſmiſtro-cheir commands and employments abroad to prevenc 
a vacuum, Pity and relieve thoſe that are broken and ſhip- 
wrackt for the Kingdoms fake : have an eye upon your under- 
Intruments and Officers, that they ſpend you not more ho- 
* noutand teputation by their miſcarriages, partialiries, private 
_ $aiti+ thanthey bring you. in ſupplies; he thar flies ' ſharp 

Hawk, rides hard afcer her, orelſe the Partridee will be half 
eaten before he comein ; And fear not the loling of any party 
by doing Godswill and work ; for God himſelf ſhould nei-her 
. give raln not fair weather, if he ſhould pleaſe allſorts of men; I 
ſhall leſs Rick otxtheſe things, becauſe you were this Uy before: 
put in mindof them; only let me preſs'one thing more;name- 
Iy; That you would countenance honeſt andgodly men, with: 
_ placesof commandand truſt ; With command, for they will be. 

1m and valiant, 4 mars valenr lies in js eonſci;nee, and me in- 


ere eats 


- 


in a. donbiful condition. 


bs ffirir: With: truſt, forſuch'a matt is like'a door with wo 
locks - Hz hath anobligation upen him, both ro God and you, 
Finally,Do al that may b= ro ſuppreſs open and crying fins, for 
Aythority makes itſelf guilty of thoſe, other mens ſins, which 
ir Endeavours not'to cut down, we in'the Miniſtry: muſt cry 
them down, an1you mult cur them down, or elſe they become 
in'zuilt both ours arid-youts. 0 ov 


 Andilet none of usſay'within our ſelves, we have (trenerh- 


for Wat, for, Eccleſ. 11. 9. The Bartel i nt to the ſtrong, We 
have received many marks and tokens of favour from God for 


Toſh.'24.:19. 'He wilt conſume 108 after he hath dore- you good, 


We are the 77:1 of "God, to whom pertain the Promiles, for 


Toſt.'7. 8. Iſrael flies before the eAians; We have the Ark of | 


God in the Camp with us,for,t Sa»..4.10,11. The PhiliStims 


247 takg it,\We faſt bzfore the Lord, and have a good cauſe, for; 


Jug; 20, 21. 'Ifratl falls 12 two Battels undzr Benjamin. We 
are not ſo bad as the enemy that comes azainſt us ; For ' its #9 
trufting tothe ſins of an enemy, The worſt bryars or thorns 


may ſeryefor a Rod in the Land of God, to- ſcourge his own - 


people : Weare Gods Wirneſles,for, Rev.11.7, The bea? that 


aſcends at of the bottomleſs pit ſhall make war againſt them, and 


ſhall overcome and kill them,» In a word, the Axe that cuts down 
che Tree, is hafred with'the wood of the ſame Tree;the enemies 
power over us;lies in onrown fins: And ſo much fot thisPoint, 

David 1s reſolved to beevery way-at Go:ls diſpoſe, Here ans 
1; A happy frame of ſpirit ir 1s,to be able to perith, and re- 
ſign onr ſelves up to God ; for ſuch a man ſhall be alwayes in 
poſleſſion of himſelf, our of the gnn-ſhot of all torms and trem- 
' peſts; ſteeled with courage and reſolurion'; and however he 


DoF, 4; 


be toſf:d too and fro, up and down; yet ſhall alwayes lidhe upon - 


his feer, If Cane bring Hanzibal to the very walls of : Romz; 
if wave ariſe after wave,if Pillars beſhaken, if rotren Bouzhs 


fall off the Tree with winds, if Abſolom fiir, 1[racd be up,Sl4- - 


wer - cutle; yet heis af'this Point, "Here'l AMI 4. 3 G0 
um..Ds 


I have not much to ſay upon this Point,” This is the { 
your duty, and periſh in lt : + S: fratius zHabarnr orbis 5" Confei- 
ence of finceriry, and uprightneſs of heart in duty, will make 
aman ſing, Ecce Ego, Here am I, rgdle region men,and low--- 
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&r Region, muſt be toſſed and weather-beaten, they live and 
-have their treaſure, where winds and clouds, and waves come; 
bur he is in the Serene, and above all theſe whoſe hope the 
Lord is, you may be ſooner killed chan hurt ; and if God 
ſhould deliver you up to the enemy, and bring in difficulc 
Times, be ſure that there is few of them that hate you now,bur 
would be ready to write upon thefatue of 'each one of you 
that livesand dies faithful, ##1wam weveres ; or If ſuch dayes 
ſhould come, that men ſhall be afraid to name your names, or 
own your worth ; yet as it was faid of the Pilures of thoſe 
Patriots that durſt not come forth and appear.in after-times, 
Eo magts fulgebant quia non viſchantur, they ſhined them ore, 
becauſe they were not to be ſeen. Be true toGod, to his 
Truth, it will fave you ; bur if there be anyof youthat come in 
and adhere to God and his Cauſe only for ſhelter and ſafery , 
thar is nor thank-worthy with God, no man thanks another 
for being driven into his houſe to fiand dry ina ſhowr, 
Thar you may be able to ſay, Here 1 am, when God ſhall 
pleaſe to declare that he hath no del ghtin you, theſe 
things are requiſite, 

1. To have a good Conſcience on your fide, that will feat 
you within doors, even when the Hailttones ratcle upon the 
Tiles of the houſe ; you know what Luther ſaid, when he was 
convented before the Emperor at Wormes, No winds ſhake the 
earth, bur thoſe within ir, If you bein a good cauſe, that is 
not all, for hypocrifie and baſe ends will more pull you down, 
than the goodneſs of the cauſe will lifc you up. Pen 

It's aterrible thing to be hem'd inby the wrath of God on 
one ſide, and the galling of a guilty conſcience on: the other 
fide, He that darenot face his own conſcience, muſtneeds fly 
from the preſence and fight of God, he cannot ſay, Here / am, 

. 2. Aſubmiſſivefaith to truſt God,, and leave your ſelves in 
his band, accepting the puniſhment of your iniquity with fi- 
lence and jufiificationof God , lying down. as patiently under 
his knife, as //aac under Abrahams, - 

3. Acquaintance with God, ſoas to lay up your lives with- 
Chriſt in God, having raſted his goodneſsto you in former ex- 

periences, ſuch a man may be killed all bur the head, bur thar's 

| | | above 
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abovehe reach of any-znemy, andtbough he be forſaken, yer ; 


he carries, My God, my God, with him, from the croſsto his 


DevidAates bighappineſs ro conſiſt in the fruitian of God | 


and his ordinances: He will bring me again, and ſhew me his 
Ark,, and the habjtattovof it. He-laith not,he will bring meto 
my.houſe again , t9 my Concubines which are lefc. behind ; 
bur he will ſhew me his Habitation ; The Ark and the Temple 
were the things thar he accounted worth the enjoying ; and 
here you may obſerve what a godly heart looks at, not reve= 
nyes andtradipg, but Gods Ark and Habitation. The Ro. 
mane Hiftorians'obſerve how the firſt ſeven Kings did contri- 
” bure co the State of Ryme.  Romniwethe firſt, gave itefe,then 
Pompilis the nxt, brought 1n the ſacre , Rebgion is indeed 
the very keel of the ſhip. The main work we have to do, is to 
ſertle ir, and it's our greateſt wages, to ſee it eftabliſhe , ir will 
pay us for all our layings our. | 

Let the ſame mind be in you, as was at this time in David, 
account it your happineſs , and the moſt lively mark of Gods 
favour to you, If he ſhall bring you again , and ſhew unto you 


his Ark and his Habiration, for theretn lies the glory of 1ſrael. 


I would the Reformation did nor lie under an ll report with 
many amongſt us. God would not bring the 1ſraelices into 
Canaan Whilſt it wasSunder an 111 report with them by reaſon 
. of the ſpies whoundervaluedir. Ir may coſt us a longer march 
in this Wilderneſs, if we look upon it with.a ſcornful eye and 
yer the prejudices againſt ir, and the aſperfions cait upon them 
whomyou have ſet onwork to-be hewers in the Mountains to 
. Prepare the marerials of the Temple, are many ; and 1 fear the 
reaſon is, becauſe nething that ts one can pleaſe y except it be a 
 guodlibit, agrand faller, itwill nor fit ſuch variety of palates 
aSareamonegſt us, IT pray God ſuch a birth may be brought 
forth, as that there may remain no diviſions or ſeparation 
from us in conſcience , but only in pride and affeRed ſingula- 
rity ; thereis the leſs regard co be had of ſuch as are reſolved 


aforchand, not to be fixedin the ſame, or be with us , bur like - 


. theerratick ſtars, muſt each one have an orb to himſelf. IF any 
mans conſcience lye (as I mayfofay) in his fancy, then - give 
| herry 


-  ThePoſtureof Davids ſpirit 
fberry to'thar, would be riothing el{&but'to givehim leave t& 


| Dawid expreſſes his ſufferings, yea his utmoſt ſufferings, by 
the phraſe, G o9d.;» Gods eyes, If he ſay thuay] delight not in thee, 
Here 1 am, let him dg that is good in his eyes * He might feel it 
evil ,;but if 'it be good in'Gods: eyes ,he-yields to it; and'ſo- 
tet:our hearts be humbled and framed in'expe&atioh of Gods 
'  handtousart thistime, that we may kiſsthe rod , and ſay with 
; old El:, when he heard the fall of his houſe :- /c i the Lord, ket 
| him do what ſeemeth his good, 1 Sam. 3.18. We know nor 
what Promiſes or Propheſies God hath given forth co- his. 
Church in his Word to be ſerved and fulfilled by'or: upon our 
ruines : If God pleafe not to honour himſelf by our labours,lert * 
him honour himſelf by our aſhes. Mg. 
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